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Most taxes paid by Jan. 31 
deadline; 7% penalty added 

When it comes to predicting 
how many people will pay their 
taxes in Colorado County by 
the January 31 no-penalty 
deadline, history repeats itself, 
according to Bill Youens, chief 
appraiser for the Colorado 
County Central Appraisal 
District. 

Through last Thursday, 89.7 
percent of the taxes levied in 
the county (for all jurisdictions) 
had been paid. Last year the 
number was 90 percent. In 
dollars, ' $7.4 million in taxes 
were levied, and (6.6 million 
have been collected. Last year, 
$6.6 million were levied, and 
t5.95 million were collected by 
the end of January. 

On Tuesday, Youens said that 
those who have not paid, will 
be charged an additional seven 
percent late penalty if they pay 
in February. That penalty 
charge escalates monthly, until 
it reaches 33 percent if taxes 
aren't paid until July 31. After 
that, taxes are delinquent, and 
Youens said his office will 
proceed with legal means to 
collect. 

Some may scoff at that 
remark, since records show that 
some delinquent taxes are u 
much as 20 years old. Some 
may reason that if suits haven't 
been filed to collect those, then 
they may have a chance to 
escape. Not So, says Youens. 

For the first time, probably 
because all tax appraising and 
collecting records are kept in 
one county office, his staff has 
compiled a complete delinquent 
records list, and by late March, 
will have notified those who 

haven't paid over the past two 
decades. 

He already has done so with 
delinquents in the City of 
Columbus, with excellent results. 
When someone gets a letter 
telling them to pay up in 30 
days or suit will be filed, 
Ybuens indicated, a lot of 
people pay. In the worst case, 
if there are delinquent taxes 
due on property, and no con­
tact is made by the owner 
with the tax office, suit can be 
filed, and a judgment can be 
received from court. The court 
then orders the property sold, 
so taxes can be paid. 

Just to show how people 
wait until the last minute to 
pay taxes, Youens has records 
of payments made through 
December 31, and those paid 
through January 31. For the 
city of Eagle Lake, for instan­
ce, only 41 percent of the 
taxes were paid by the end of 
December, but 80 percent were 
paid by the end of January. 
That 80 percent compares with 
84 percent paid by this time 
last year, indicating tax collec­
tions for the city are slower. 
County-wide, only 34 percent of 
the taxpayers paid the taxes 
levied by the commissioners 
court by the end of December, 
but 90 percent paid by the end 
of January this year and last. 

Youens said taxpayers should 
be reminded that a second 
notice on unpaid taxes will be 
mailed by his office in March, 
and a third in May, to give 
people an opportunity to avoid 
problems. 

FFA sale results 
top last yean barn 
heating fund begins 

FFA ribbons and trophlat 
were abundant Saturday at 
the Rice project sale. The rib­
bon represents Rot}ert Dler-
schke's first place English 
Cross win, and the trophy is 
his for best daily gain of steer, 
which he shared with co-
winner Bill Hefner. Additional 
pictures and a coraptot» U«l 
of tale result* Is on pages 8 k 

H 
22 indictments returned by grand jury 
î Six indictments of Eagle Lake 

area residents were returned 
Monday evening when the new 
(Fet>ruaryl term of the Colorado 
County grand jury finished its 
first session. Altogether, the 
grand jury returned 22 indict­
ments. 

Included in the list was an 
indictment for Michale Eddie 
Ison, named in an indictment 
last week by the last term of 
the jury. The new indictment 
l i^acei 'the otKer, and is more 
specific about the age of the 
child, Ralph Falcon, which was 
a requirement of the legal 
system. Ison is charged with 
the child's murder, as well as 
injury to a child, but a trial 
date has not been set. The 
next District Court date in 
Colorado County is February 
25. 

District attorney Bud 
Kirkendall said Ison is the 
boyfriend of young Falcon's 
mother, Wanda, who was not 
named by the court. He said 
they had been living at the 
Alleyton Road address for 
several months, with the dead 
child's brother, Thomas Falcon 
Jr.. age 6. Ralph Falcon was 3. 

Kirkendall said Ralph was 
alone with Mr. Ison for up to 
three hours before the boy was 

-taken to Ihe Columbus 
Community Hospital emergency 
room. The coroner's report said 
the blow the boy suffered to 
the stomach, could not have 
been inflicted accidentally by 
the boy. and did not exclude 
the fart that it could have 
been done with a person's fist. 
One family member said one 

story that was told said the 
boy had fallen off a bed onto 
a vacuum cleaner. 

Other survivors include his 
father, Thomas Falcon of Eagle 
Lake: grandparents Yolanda and 
Thomas Falcon, and Rosaura 
and Rafael Candelaria of 
Elizabeth, New Jersey; aunts, 
uncles and cousins from Eagle 
Lake, Richard Falcon, Yolanda 
Rodriguez, Norberto Rodriguez, 
Celie Rodriguez, Norberto 
Rodrigufz, and Michelle 
Rodriguez, and from Sealy, 
Dinelia, David and Melissa 
Delgado, and Millie and Michael 
and Jeanny Rodriguez and 
Alfredo Falcon. 

Other indictments of Eagle 
Lake area persons named 
Kenneth Hemphill for burglary 
of Coastal Contracting, and 
forging a check for $189.40; 
Richard Garay Prieto for at­
tempted murder last November 
5 of Kenneth Coats; Timothy 
Weeks for burglary last May 
21 of the Kathryn McRee 
home: Oscar Thomas for the 
October 12 aggravated assault 
of Tony Long, wfio was cut 
with a knife, Basilio Reyes for 
the Nov. 5 attempted murder 
of Ray Charles Coleman who 
was hit with a shotgun blast, 
and Rogelio Reyes. for 
aggravated assault in connection 
with the Coleman uae> as well 
as an indictment for aggravated 
assault in connection with a 
case involving C. B. Greer on 
the same date. 

Others indicted are Jim Booth 
for the August 28 theft of 25 
live oak trees from Jimmy 
Simpson: Joe Cordons for 
unlawful carrying of a weapon 

Ralph Falcon 
on January 7 and 8, 1985, iato 
the Handi Shop and The 
Tavern in Weimar; Lettie 
McMillian for the Nov. 9 anon 
at her home in Weimar; Nona 
Giles for the Nov. 14 assault of 
Columbus Junior High principal 
Henry 0. Priest and teacher 
Kimberlee Gildon; Isabel 
Gonzales and Ernest Torres for 
the Dec. 15 burglary of the 
Jerry Mikeska property: 

Forrest Eugene Bryant for 
sexual assault on Dec. 13: 
Larry Paul Bowen for the Dec. 
10 robbery and unauthorized 
use of a vehicle belonging to 
Rita Campbell; Juan Herrera 
for the Nov. 17 .aggravated 
assault of Adolph Nava who 
wts^ eui wtlh a knife: Artim 
Tinoco and Lionor Florea named 
in separate indictments of 
unlawful carrying of a weapon 
into Poorboy's, east of 
Columbus; Joe Lester CelemaB 
for the January 9, 1965 attem 
pted murder of Kirk Glen who 

DeapiU worriea ever the 
area's sluggish economy, atuden-
ta, and sponsors of this year's 
Rice High School chapter. 
Future Farmers of America, 
sold their animals last Saturday 
(or approximately $7,000 more 
than last year. 

Rough estimatea of Saturday's 
sale totals are more than 
$70,000, whQe last year the 
figure waa reported aa $68,000. 
United Buyers raised alwut 
$4,000 to help with the sales. 
Prices reported in this edition 
on the epedal FFA pages in­
side, will be confirmed later 
this week, when school reopens, 
and reported in next week's 
Headlight. 

Another worry — about the 
wet. wintry weather — turned 
out to be little problem at all. 
The sun was bright, bringing 
some warmth to the afternoon's 
sale activities; but the early-
morning trail ride from the 
Sandy Creek Drive Inn to the 
•thoel campua, waa cancelled 
becuae of the cold. 

ShaH Meitzen waa crowned 
II8S Trail Ride Sweetheart, 
ilthoagh ride chairman Roy Van 
Mrt suggested the title be 
ehiaged to show queen, aince 
tta ride haa been cancelled on 
Mre than one oecaaion in the 
jpat several years. 

To help alleviate future 
ToHl-weaftiNfr '̂ TOOieiiis« a 

heating" fund waa started, 
with $8300 already donated. 
Plans are to inatall .heating in 
the show bam. Many other 
donations also were made for 
trophies, prizea, and to help 
finance the delivery of animals. 

WhOe all FFA studenU 
selling their projects were win­
ners, those with championahip 
animals are Maria Thomaa, 
grand champion steer; Phil 
Huvar. ahowmanship winner and 
grand champion heifer; Gary 
Spates, grand champion hog, 
Mike Semqra. grand champion 
pen of rabbits, and Shell 
Meitzen, grand champion lamb. 
Boettcher-Hlavinka of East 
Bernard bought the Thomas 
steer; Johnny's Sport Shop 
bought Semora's rabbits; 
Howard and Carol Wiese 
bought the Huvar heifer and 
calf: the First National Bank of 
Eagle Lake bought the Spates 
hog, and Columbus State Bank 
bought Shelly Meitzen's lamb. 

The reserve grand champion 
winners, and all other sellers, 
as well as buyer information, 
are listed on the center pages 
of this issue. Animals that 
were up for resale were pur­
chased by: hogs, David 
Mahalitc, 48-cents per pound; 
steers. Eddy Packing of 
Yoakum. 62- cents, and lambs, 
Frank Novak of El Campo. 
49-eenta. The hog that w u 
purchased by Pete Mahalitc for 
$2.20 per pound was donated 
hack t o . the FFA for reaale. 
and was purchased by the 
Heritage Houae for $1 JO per 
pound. 

As for the heating fund, 
Arthur MahaliU and sons 
donated a tank and fuel to be 
used when the system is in­
stalled. Others making donation-

LCRA marks 50th anniversary Friday 
The Lakeside* Water Division 

of the Uwer Colorado River 
Authority is joining in the 50th 
birthday celebration tor LCRA 
this Friday by inviting 
customers, emptoyes and friends 
to visit their offices for coffee 
and cake. . 

The celebration also will u> 
elude the "long^ferred grand 
opening ceremonies for the 
F̂ kglc Lake Office, according to 
Bniw Hick*. Lak—»^ manager 
He said guests may stop by 
the office at 209 S. McCarty. 
opposite Wilcox Minimax. bet 
ween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. thit 

Friday for the refreshments. 
The water division, which ser­
ves rice farmers in the Eagle 
Lake area, became an LCRA 
operation two years ago when 
it was purchased from 
Wintermann & Co. which now 
is Winco Agri Products of 
Texas, Inc. 

According to an LCRA 
spokesman in Austin, Sam K. 
Seymour Jr. of Columbus, for 

-met—member of the liCRA 
board who served kioger than 
any other director, plans to at 
tend the 50th anniversary 
reremonies at 2 p.m. Friday in 

the state capitol rotunda in 
Austin. Gov. Mark White will 
be the keynote speaker there. 
All other LCRA plants and of 
fices alao are conducting public 
activities that day. 

In a news release dated 
February 1. an LCRA 
spokesman aaid Presideat 
Ronald Reagan sent a letter of 
congratulations to Austin about 
the anniversary. "I am 
dfUghtiid to send my wann 
greetinga to the directors and 
staff of the Lower Colorado 
River Authority u you 
cetebrau..." ttrnffm wrote. "You 

and your predecessors have 
played a significant rote in the 
transformation of Central Texas 
from an area plagued by 
drought. Oood» and poverty to 
one characteriaed by dynamic 
growth and prosperity. 

"Your management of thia 
region ia a model of efficient. 
reepouaJMs government. and 
year Mtow Texana greatly ad­
mire your example of pubbe 
aenriee...We (Nanqr and I) send 
you our beat wiahea ior tm-
tiaued oxceUence in the years 

the Pi i i l i iafa 

a, and the amounta, are: 
Garwood C o ^ $600; El 
Campo Livestock Commlaaion 
Co.. $600; Modem Fuels. $400; 
Columbua livestock Auction. 
$200; Rusty Thomaa. $200; 
Johnny and Pat Meitsen. $200; 
Leopold Brothera Grain, $200; 
Charlea GaaUn famfly, $200; 
Kenneth and Jean Abel. $200; 
Sandra Huvar, $100; Bfll Hefher 
family, $100; Gene and Gweo 
PaaehaU. $100; Mike Duarte. 
$100; Dan Canaria. $100; Tmly 
Realty. $100. and Columbua 
Farm ft Ranch. $100. 

Those making donations for 
expenaes of studenta and 
teachers delivering animala In­
cluded Monogranuned Mallard. 
$200; Wayne and Breads 
Corman, $200; Mehrin 
Sunderman. $200, and Troy 
Krenek. $150. Those making 
donations of prize money for 
champion anhnala were the 
liona Gub in Garwood, Eagle 

Grand 
chanpioB. atwemuMMp aap 
"best dafly gaiae" wiaaan 
received $$25; rasarred dMih 
pion winners received 20, aaB 
first place winners recehred tlS. 
Trophy, ribbon, biaaara aaa 
buyers searfa were doaatad b^ 
the Eagle Lake Chanbw of 
Commerce, Franks . Havair 
family. WflUan Thoinaa J t 
family. Boy V a Nort ud 
Ricalaad Ford-Mareary; 4T 
Ranch and the Saaaay Tlik 
famay. Intenaedies lac^ aad 
the Eagle Lake dhMoa of 
Americaa Rice Growen. 

The FFA fow 
one-fourth of a lamb 
won by Eagle Lake Mas D r n l 
Cnrtia Laui^riin. Howard aa^ 
Carol Wisse. aad Labqr 
Conatraetioa aad IVacUag Cd. 
The rice dryw daaatad tlw 
lamb back to the FFA and it 
w u parch aesd ior t l N h^ 
BiUy Heber. 

SUZZIN: 

Pancake supper set 
Eagle Lake Rotariana are 

busy selling tickets to their 
annual Hotcake Supper which 
will be held on Shrove 
Tuesday. Feb. 19th in the 
Eagle Lake Community 
Center. The delicioua pan­
cakes, sauaage and ayrup wOl 
be prepared and aerved by • 
the Rotariana from 5 to 7 
p.m. for $2.50 per plate. 

The tickets are available 
from aU Rotariana or may 
be purchaaed at the door on 

Feb. 19th. You may miay 
the supper in the CcaaBuaH; 
Center or you may obtain 
platea to go at the roar ol 
the center in the paviboo 

Proceeda fron the eveat 
will aaaiot the dab ia 
carrying out many worthy 
projecta; such aa, the aaaual 
WCJC sdMiarahip to a Riee 
High School aeaior, 
ship of Boy Seouta, 
Olympics eventa, aad othsra. 

Museum seelcing help 
Dr. RoUin Baker, one of 

the founders and staunch 
supporters of Prairie Edge 
Muaeum in Eagle Lake has 
aaked for help — the 
muaeum seeks donations of 
old collections, reliea. 

souvenirs, anything that 
woukl aid in pi iiaai i lag the 
history of the dty. 

Dr. Baker or any of the 
other officers in the maasuai 
group would be ha|>py to 
hear from doaora. 

Closer air service 
Just as a matter of infor­

mation and perhaps con­
venience, commercial air aar-
vice to Dallas Love Field is 
several miles closer to Eagle 
Lake these days. 

Air West now has daily 
flights out of West Houston 
Airport, just off MO near 

?ark 10. 
There are two naming 

flights both ts and tnm 
Dallas and two each way in 
the alUraoona. Several l^oi 
raaUaaU have mentioBed the 
airport eaves quite a hit of 
time over Hobby and 
Houston IntereootiaentaL 

Five arrests reported 
Eagle Lake Pottei 

Department reported five 
arrests during the past 
week. 

Two people 

f „ • •«* - j '*- • . - - -* 

•Or emivweny eomiaci wno 
three others were charged 
with public intoxicatiaa, ae-
cording to the repast. 

Braden resigns Democratic post 
Coforado County Democratic reasons required him to ghrej 

party chairman. L. J. Bndan, up the poaition. He aaid a aac^ 
said Monday that he haa <««or has not beoa ipnia4i i . 
imami.^ tim hia volunteer Democrat Lester Cranek. eouatyi 
pooltfon. He gave up the post Ju^> waa out of town and 
two weeks ago. he aaid. «»««W «>ot be reached far eoas-

Braden aaid that persooal "*«<*(. 

Free Immunization clinic at 
Ugarte Clinic February 14 

The Free Immunization Oiaic Tetanus. Pertnsais (DTP). Palfo. 
sponsored by the Texaa Maidss. Maapo 
Dspsrtmeat of Health will be wfl ha givaa ta 
held Thursday. February 14 ochaolora. aad 
fpfwi 1 to 4 p a . at the iM^oa. ]]•**•*• 
UgarU CUnk in Eagle Lake. Diphtheria wM ie" 

Inunuaiaatktna far Diphtheria. aduHa. 
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